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S,ANY are the Directions 
Zz which have been laid down 
$for the regulating of our 
Converfation, and yet few, 
ms very few, can we meet with, 
| who are able to carry it on 
fotlmmmay tolerable degree of Perfection. The 
t dm is, it depends fo much upon Acci- 
Bs and Circumftances of Perfons and 
Ma, that it is extremely difficult on the 
iftimelde to point out any certain Method of 
ig init ; or, on the other, to reduce 
elas been faid ‘upon the Subject into 
on Praétice. I think the beft, I had 
Metiaid the only Advice, that has or can 
Somme to make Men agreeable Compa- 
8S, to perfuade them to have it always 
mitIntentions to be fo. This would 
as CPMally cur off all thofe biting Repartees, 
chat Uemmtlonable ~Witticifms, elaborate Ha- 
gies, and tedious Srories of Themfelves, 
ed witlgMiers, which are the common Bane of 
trlation. The Competition then would 
who fhould appear the moft Confide- 
the moft Witry, the moit Eloquent, 
e remem mot Knowing ; but who fhould 
. themfeives the moft Entertaining to 
“mpany; and, by confequence, would 
*Men to confider, (what it would not 
been amifs, if I myfelf had lately re- 
“erd) That not what they Themfelves 
fay, but what Others like to hear, 
tbe the Subjeét of their Converfation. 
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pT, however, as in Poetry, though 
‘tan perhaps be never any Rules given 


‘Will make one good Poet ; yet atthe 


‘me Men may moft certainly be told. 
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how to prevent their being bad ones: So 
in Converfation, we may have the Rocks 
plainly pointed out which we are to avoid ; 
tho perhaps it may be impoflible that we 
can have any certain Diredtions given us, 
as totne Courfe we are to fteer afterwards. 
There have been feveral very ufeful Obfer- 
vations laid down for this purpofe by many 
Writers ; which I would recommend to the 
perufal of fome of thofe who frequently 
take up the greateft part in our Male and 
Female Converfations ; as they might at 
leaft be amezans of engaging them often to 
hold their tongues, if they could not fome- 
times enable them to employ them to better 
purpofe, But tho’ there has been a great 
deal faid upon this Subject, yee I think 
there is one Error, that is neither a {mall 
nor uncommon one; which, as far as I can 
recollect, has been but very little, if at all, 
taken notice of before ; and whichI hall 
therefore confider at large in my prefent 
Paper. 


THE Fault I have in view, is the idle 
Trick which many People have, of running 
immediately into the giving of a Character 
of every body that is mention’d to them. 
This they often do fo unwarily in mix’d Con- 
verfations, as to make one or other of the 
Company, (who happens to be much more 
nearly concern’d in their Relation than they 
imagine) {weat at their very Fingers Ends 
during the whole time they are fo freely 
beftowing their Cenfure or Commendation. 
What makes this Evil the greater and more 
abfurd, is, that the Perfons who are moft 
fubjeét to this Faculty, are generally moft 
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inclinable to difplay it upon their new Ac- 
quaintance ; and wiil, after having feena 
Perfon for an Hour or rwo, three or four 
times, efter as fully and decifively into his 
Charatter, as if they had been intimately 
acquainted with him for as many Years. 
To make the matter ftill worfe; we may 
obferve, that thefe extemporary Hiftorians; 
being generally People of warm Com- 
plexions and violent Paffions, feldom deal in 
any thing but, Extremes ; and by confe- 
quence, hardly ever let any body come out 
of their hands without painting them in 
fuch ftrong Colours of Good or Evil, as not 
one in ten théufand can poffibly deferve. 


I muft confefs, thefe Charaéter-Drawers 
are commonly as Good-natur’d as they are 
Unthinking ; and will allow, that what they 
fay,turns much oftner upon Encomium than 
Cenfure. It fhall be therefore to the Ser- 
vice of the Panegyrifts that I will dedicate 
this Paper; and I fhall think ic well em- 
ploy’d, if I can perfuade them to be more 
iparing of their Favours, and not expofe 
themfelves to the Sneer of the Cenforious, 
by letting their Good-nature run them fo 
often into fuch Expreffions, as muft call their 
Judgment or their Sincerity in queftion. 


A little Refleétion upon Human Nature in 
general, or a little Confideration of what is 
tranfa€ted every day in their own Breafts, 
would effectually cure them of this Failing. 
Tam by no means for depreciating of Man- 
kind, or for putting Men ont of hnmaur 
with themfelves without Reafon; as I think 
the having of great and worthy Thoughts 
of ourfelves and others, is the beft Incentive 
to generous and glorious Aétions. But yet 
it muft be confefs’d, that Man is generally a 
very variable and a very unaccountable Be- 
ing. His Reaton is but weak and imperfeét, 
whilft his Paffions are often furious and head- 
ftrong : Andas in this State of Probation, 
there is almoft a perpetual Struggle betwixt 
them, which fhail have the Empire over us ; 
it is no wonder if the latter fhould fome- 
times prevail either by Aflault or Surprize in 
the beft of us 5 or, that in the generality of 
Men, they fhould each of thent often quit 
the Field, and get the Victory by turns. 
From this Source it is, that the moft Virtu- 
ous have but too frequent Alloys of Evil; 
and that in moft of us there is fuch a ftrange 
Compofition of good and ill Qualities, that 
it is hard to fay, which is moft Predominant. 
It is from hence that Man is fo inconfiftent 
with himfelf; and that he, who in his calmer 
Moments, has by his fuperior Reafon feem’d 
to raife himfelf up. to gthe glorious: Difpo- 
fition of a God, fhall’of a¥fudden have 
fome tumultuous Paffion overturn him at 
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once, and hurry him ; 
fuitable to the Phew hy | 
ftrange Variety of Temper thi 
Minture of Good and Eyi!’ 
of. Mankind, has made jt one of the meal. 
difficule things in nature to draw t} te: : 
Characters of Men: Which lst fi sh 
fore beén defervedly looked y a 
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. Thope the generality of thofe who hill 
formerly fo freely faned this E Wi. 
by this time have the Modeft 
themfelves not altogether fo well ualifieda 
for the difcharge of it, and the Boal Senf 4 

to be very careful how they venture to ys : 
dertake it for the future. “This may bell 
look’d upon by fome but as a {mall Poine 
gained, and hardly thought worth dll 
ipending of fo many Words about it. Bud 
fuch little things often lead us into ori 
Inconveniencies ; and I think I have alread 
mentioned fome, which are not below om 
notice. I fhall make one farther Obfer. 
tion; That the fame thoughtlefs Tempe. 
which makes Men {4 forward of - beflowp 
their Encomiums upon every new Acg 
tance, generally makes them at the 
time as fond of running immediately 
particular Intimacy with them. ‘This 
re€tly contrary tothe Advice of the! 
of the Sons of Men, and almoft alwayge 
accordingly. Upon a nearer View, @& 
find their prefent Favourites are not witit 
their Humours and their Faults, hey 
degrees grow as weary of their new. 
quaintance, as they were before of cheifdl 
ones, It is ten thoufand to one but fit 
their Friendthip is as haftily broken, a 
was unwarily contraéted : and fo theya 
to the number of their Enemies, of whit 
every Man will have full enough, without 

doing any thing to increafe them. @ 
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